
An Edification
t was in a farm house.  The preacher was a plain,
straight for ward farmer.  First they sang an old hymn, 
then one of fered a prayer, and then the speaker
arose, opened the Bi ble and read a por tion of the

proph ets.  This he ap plied met a phor i cally and started his
speech from this point, but did n’t, how ever, keep to the
text. 

The speech was an ear nest, lov ing ad mo ni tion to seek
the sal va tion of their souls; each ad mo ni tion he sup ported
with a scrip tural sen tence; he was re mark ably well ac -
quainted in his Bi ble.  The words streamed quickly and
with warmth from his lips, and he con cluded thus: 

“And now you aged, you who are on the verge of the
grave, oh, con sider your souls’ sal va tion!  The young one
may die, but the old ones must die.  Per haps there are only
a few days be tween you and the grave; you can yet save
your soul, to day is the time of grace, but it may soon be too 
late. 

“Too late, oh, that is a ter ri ble word.  There was a man
who of ten had had a call ing from God; but he did n’t obey. 
Then death came.  Then he cried in de spair: Too late, too
late! And with that he died.  Friends, friends, it is ter ri ble
to be thrust into the eter nal fire.  Re pent while it is still
time.

“You fa thers and moth ers, who per haps have a flock
of thriv ing chil dren around you, who have men and
women ser vants, have you con sid ered that you shall have
to give an ac count of those souls?  Imag ine, you mother, if
your child on that day shall step for ward against you and
say; ‘Now I suf fer in the eter nal fire be cause you, mother,
did n’t show me the way.’  Imag ine if the child you love
some day should talk to you like that.  Bear that in mind,

you fa thers and moth ers, seek sal va tion for your own
souls, that you also might save those who are en trusted to
you, so you on that day may step for ward and say; ‘Lord,
here I am and those you gave me.’

“And so, you young peo ple, you dear, dear young
peo ple, oh, how my heart burns for you.  Don’t let the
world and the van ity’s plea sures en tice you!  It is a se vere
slav ery, the slav ery of Sa tan.  I have also in my youth been
his obe di ent ser vant, but I was not com fort able.  Do you
know how I fared?  I would not lis ten to God’s Word, but
my wife loved the Lord.  She asked me to go along to ed i -
fi ca tion.  I did so be cause I loved her, and there the Lord
found me.  Oh, if it would be like wise with you, my dear
young peo ple!  You could also be found and be won; it is
blessed to be long to Him, and do you know whether even
you may lie cold and pale to mor row?  “Seek the Lord
while He is to be found, call on Him when He is near.”
‘To day is the time of grace.  To day you may find God. 
Amen.”

When he had fin ished the whole crowd wept; many
were deeply touched.  The words came so fresh, warm and 
sim ple from the heart and could not help but go to the
heart.  There af ter prayer was of fered by a third lay man,
and a hymn was sung.  The crowd did not arise, how ever. 
Peo ple re mained seated as though they ex pected some -
thing more.  Then the lay preacher arose, went down
among the lis ten ers and said:

“I must still talk a lit tle with you.  I knew some
women; when they gath ered to gether they used to have so
much to tell each other about their hus bands, how bad they 
were and how they them selves suf fered.  Then they were
con verted to God, and af ter wards when they met they had
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so much to tell each other about
how God mer ci fully had led
them, and all they did was to give 
praise to God.  When you get to -
gether, dear women, what do you 
have to talk about?  Is it praise
and thanks to God you bring to
each other?  Oh, what a bless ing
you could be to each other when
your con ver sa tion would con sist
of praise to God for His
mercy.”…

Af ter the song was sung
most of the peo ple left, while
some in ti mate friends stayed to
have sup per with the strang ers. 
They went across the hall into a
side room, and here the pri vate
con ver sa tion about God’s Word
and spir i tual ex pe ri ences con tin -
ued.  Here are a cou ple of sam -
ples:

“How is it, is there still fight -
ing?” the lay man asked of one of
those pres ent.  “Yes, each day
new strug gle,” was the an swer.

“But ev ery day new grace,
is n’t it?  Is this a sis ter?”  he
asked as he turned to a young
girl.

“Yes, she is.”
“God bless you on your way.  

But, dear sis ter, be gun is not ful -
filled.  He who laid his hand on
the plow should not take it back
again.  It is im por tant to fight for -
ward.”  

Taken from Hans Nielsen
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Your fu ture is 
as bright as
the prom ises

of God!



WHY I’M GLAD I’M A
CHRISTIAN 
By Pas tor R. Norheim 

We read about the Rich Young Ruler that “he
went away sad, for he had great possessions.”
There are more sad rich people than we can
imagine.  But we also know there are many

glad rich people.  They are not glad only
because they are rich, however, because they

have something money can not buy.

“Money”, said Gorborg, the great Nor we gian writer,
“has no value in it self, but is valu able to those who use it
right.  We can buy food but not ap pe tite, med i cine but not
health, com fort able beds but not sleep, knowl edge but not
wis dom, beau ti ful clothes but not beauty, a show of splen -
dor but not com fort, fun but not peace.  The outer shell of
it all can be pur chased with money, but not the heart of it
all – that money can not buy.”

And so the Rich Young Ruler went away sad.  He
chose the chaff in stead of the wheat; and that could n’t sat -
isfy.  In just a few years he prob a bly was still a rich man,
but not a rich YOUNG man!  Life is like a brief, warm
breeze – gone al most as fast as it came.  In a few mo ments,
he, too, was gone; but his riches did n’t go with him.  “A
pau per he stood in the Judg ment, his debts were too heavy
to pay.  What a tragic mis take he made that day when he
went away sad from Jesus!  How we wish we could read in 
Mark 10 – “He went away glad, for he had just ac cepted
Je sus as Sav iour and was now “rich in God.”

It Can Be Yours

In this brief mes sage I want to tell you “Why I’m Glad 
I Am A Chris tian.”  I came to Christ when I was four teen
years of age and went away fol low ing a glad young man! 
I could, if I would, turn and go back to my old life in sin. 
But, “I’d rather walk with Je sus than roam the paths of sin.  
I’d rather have His friend ship than earth’s best hon ors
win.  My one de sire: to please Him as daily paths I trod;
and so I’m a Chris tian.  And I want to tell you why.

1.  First of all, the sin ques tion is set tled.  My past is
un der the blood of Christ, shed for me.  Could this ex pe ri -
ence make any one sad, long-faced and mis er a ble?  Does it
take years from your life?  Of course not!  “In Thy pres -
ence is fulness of joy.” Ps. 16:11.

2.  Sec ondly, my pres ent sal va tion is pleas ant and
prof it able.  I say so be cause the Bi ble says so.  It’s now my
most pre cious book, be cause its’ au thor is my dear est
friend!  Je sus my Sav iour!  What does it say about my
pres ent life?  “The Lord is a sun and a shield: He will give

grace and glory: no good thing will He with hold from
them that walk uprightly.” Psalm 84:11.  What more could 
you want than this?  Christ is my sun, to quicken, warm
and sus tain me; my shield to pro tect and com fort me.  He
gives grace that is greater than all my sins, and glory!  Not
only fu ture glory but for now to.  Oh, yes.  “It is glory just
to walk with Him.”  And then add this sweep ing state -
ment: “No good thing will He with hold from them that
walk up rightly.”  That’s what my in sur ance man calls
“Full Cov er age.”  Only he prom ises it for the fu ture, while
God gives it daily.  No won der Sol o mon said “His ways
are ways of pleas ant ness, and all her paths are peace.”
Yes, sal va tion is pleas ant in this pres ent life; but is also
prof it able.  “God li ness is prof it able unto all things, hav -
ing prom ise of the life that now is, and of that which is to
come.”   Many will agree that it’s prof it able for some
things: it will keep you out of jail, give you good com -
pany, etc., but that it’s prof it able unto all things, that’s be -
yond car nal com pre hen sion, and I don’t ex pect un saved
peo ple to un der stand this, but Praise God, mil lions have
tested, trusted and tried our Je sus for gen er a tions and dis -
cov ered that the God li ness He gives has made life richer,
in deeper, fuller mea sure!  “For all that I want is in Je sus. 
He sat is fies, joy He sup plies; life would be worth less
with out Him, all things in Je sus I find.”  By way of con -
trast: “What shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole
world, and lose his soul?” Matt. 16:26.  That cer tainly is
not prof it able, while god li ness is!

3.  Fi nally, I’m glad I’m a Chris tian, be cause as Hud -
son Tay lor said, “Our fu ture is as bright as the prom ises of
God.”  Some of you are afraid of the fu ture; afraid that
you’ll go down de feated.  Lis ten: IF you re ally are right
with God, if your past is un der the blood of Christ, and if
to day you are walk ing in the Gos pel light, then, in Je sus
Name: FEAR NOT!  Your fu ture is as bright as the prom -
ises of God!  And then, when life’s day is o’er and vic tory
is won, we shall re ceive the best last: for ever safe with
Christ; no more sin, sor row, death, and for ever we shall
sing, “Glory to the Lamb that was slain and has re -
deemed us to God by His blood.”  Oh, what a day!  Surely, 
I’m Glad I’m a Chris tian.

The Lamplighter, July-August, 1986
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Fascism is a system of government
where the  party in power forcibly

suppresses opposition and criticism.



Job or Ministry?
Some peo ple have a job in the church; oth ers get in -

volved in a min is try.  What is the dif fer ence?

· If you’re doing it because nobody else will, it’s a
job. If you’re doing it to serve the Lord, it’s a
ministry.

· If you’ll do it only so long as it doesn’t interfere
with other activities, it’s a job.  If you’re committed
to staying with it even when it means letting go of
other things, it’s a ministry.

· If you do it because someone else says it needs to be 
done, it’s a job.  If you do it because you are
convinced it needs to be done, it’s a ministry.

· If your concern is success, it’s a job.  If your
concern is faithfulness, it’s a ministry.

It’s hard to get ex cited about a job.  It’s al most im pos si -
ble not to be ex cited about a min is try for our Lord.  Peo ple
may say, “Well done,” when you do your job.  The Lord will
say, “Well done,” when you com plete your min is try.  

An av er age church is filled with peo ple do ing jobs.  A
great church is filled with peo ple who are in volved in min is -
try.

If God calls you to a min is try, don’t treat it like a job.  If
you have a job in the church, give it up and find a min is try. 
God does n’t want us feel ing stuck with a job, but ex cited and 
faith ful to Him in a min is try.

Selected

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

I seek not yours, but you.  II Co rin thi ans 12:14b

The Apos tle Paul had poured his life into the lives of the
Co rin thian Chris tians, first as an evan ge list, then as a
teacher, but most of all, as a spir i tual fa ther.  Their ques tion -
ing of him and his au thor ity left him grieved.  Of ten we can
be en gaged in the life of the church or in di vid u als within the
church, or even our own fam ily, and yet there seems so lit tle
to show for it.  Like Paul, we may feel ag grieved be cause our 
ser vice is un ap pre ci ated (vv. 11-13), our life is
unreciprocated (vv. 14-18), and our ex pec ta tions are un ful -
filled (vv. 19-21).  Don’t give up dear ser vant.  Our part is to
re mem ber the One we are serv ing – and keep our spirit
strong to wards those we are serv ing.

            Nor man Craig Funston

O may all who come be hind us find us faith ful; 
May the fire of our de vo tion light their way.  – Jon Mohr

Pres i dent’s “High Horse” a Low Blow to Chris tians!

The 63rd Na tional Prayer Break fast on Feb ru ary 5 in
Wash ing ton, D.C. be came a cen ter of con tro versy be cause
of the re marks of the Pres i dent of the United States.

The Chris tian Post re ported that Pres i dent Barack
Obama said he re jects the no tion that the war on ter ror ism is
any kind of  “re li gious war” against rad i cal Is lam…

The pres i dent ac knowl edged that they are do ing dam age 
in a lot of coun tries around the world.

“But it is ab so lutely true that I re ject a no tion that some how 
that cre ates a re li gious war, be cause the over whelm ing ma jor ity 
of Mus lims re ject that in ter pre ta tion of Is lam,” he said.

In stead of con trib ut ing to the in tent and pur pose of the
“prayer” break fast, the pres i dent used his time at the mi cro -
phone once again to lean to ward Is lam and to lean away
from Chris tian ity.   

Tony Perkins of the Fam ily Re search Coun cil was pres -
ent and gives this ac count:

NASCAR hall-of-famer Darrell Waltrip drove home the 
gos pel mes sage… at the 63rd Na tional Prayer Break fast.  To
a crowded room, he shared his tes ti mony about how a se ri -
ous ac ci dent “knocked him con scious” of his spir i tual state
of be ing lost.  In a mov ing tes ti mony, Waltrip said he asked
Je sus to for give his sins and be come his Sav iour, a de ci sion
that trans formed his life. 

 Pres i dent Obama fol lowed the NASCAR leg end on the
pro gram, and the cau tion ary flags came out al most im me di -
ately.  “We see faith driv ing us to do right,” he said.  “But we
also see faith be ing twisted and dis torted, used as a
wedge—or worse, some times used as a weapon…  We see
ISIL – a bru tal, vi cious death cult that, in the name of re li -
gion…”  IF the pres i dent had stopped there or jux ta posed the 
pres ent fruit of Is lam with that of Chris tian ity, we could have 
ended on a high note.  But he did n’t.

In a speech that I can only de scribe as sur real, the pres i -
dent went on to liken Chris tians to the mon sters be hind ISIS
and Amer i can rac ism.  “And lest we get on our high horse
and think this is unique to some other place, re mem ber dur -
ing the Cru sades and the In qui si tion peo ple com mit ted ter ri -
ble deeds in the name of Christ.  In our home coun try,
slav ery and Jim Crow all too of ten was jus ti fied in the name
of Christ.”

First of all, the Cru sades were al most a thou sand years
ago.  ISIS is kill ing to day.  What’s more, ev ery true fol lower
of Christ con demns the acts of bar ba rism com mit ted un der
the mast of re li gion – in Me di eval or Amer i can his tory.  The
teach ings of Chris tian ity do not call for, nor do they con -
done, bru tal ity or big otry.  Can the same be said of Is lam? 
Are Mus lims around the world de nounc ing the ruth less and
in hu mane ac tions of ISIS?  

Excerpt of an Editorial by 
Dr. Shelton Smith, Sword of the Lord.
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Ac cu rate Me te o rol o gist
“And be cause law less ness will abound, the love of many will grow cold” (Mat thew 24:12) 

As you read/med i tate and lis ten to the Holy Word of
GOD (the Bi ble), you can be ab so lutely sure that what
God has said will take place just as HE said!  In one
sense what HE fore told/fore tells will be as cer tain as
though it has al ready hap pened.

WHEN the ‘blind’ are lead ing the ‘blind’, both fall into
the ditch.  This is true spir i tu ally/re li giously and ‘sec u -
larly’ also.  It is ridiculous when USA lead ers state that
Global Warm ing/Cli mate Change is as cer tain as “Grav -
ity”.  “Grav ity” has been around since the time of Adam
and Eve and even a lit tle be fore.  They then state that
those who op pose ‘Cli mate Change’ are ‘mind less’.  

WHY is it that ei ther the North Pole OR South Pole Gla -
ciers have grown more in the year 2014 than the ac count
re veals for years be fore?

NOW be ab so lutely sure there is com ing a time of
Global Warm ing/Cli mate Change: “But the day of the
Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the
heav ens will pass away with a great noise, and the el e -
ments will melt with fer vent heat; both the earth and
the works that are in it will be burned up” II Pe ter 3:10
– please read on.  Before that this will take place, read
Romans 8:12 – 25 and es pe cially verse 22 at this time!

Be as sured we are near ing time of the “Trum pet Sound”
as we see in crease of wars and ru mors of wars, weather
changes (fre quency), na tion against na tion (race against
race), false proph ets, de cep tion and the list goes on.   

As I briefly have men tioned a few ‘signs of the times,
please keep in mind and heart that ‘Chris tian ity’ is mo ti -
vated by LOVE; whereas ISIS is driven by hate and fear.  
Prayerfully read (as al ways) Rev e la tion 17; which is the
apos tate church (False ec u men i cal move ment) Har lot;
which in cludes one and ALL that minimize the BLOOD
ATONEMENT OF JESUS.  Then read Rev e la tion 18 of
the ‘Anti-Christ’.  Could this pos si bly be the Mus lim
Move ment?

Don’t give up, but look at what one sin ner saved by
GRACE/Faith and God did.  HIS WORD is forever set -
tled in Heaven!  Eli jah a per son just as phys i cal as you
and I are!  “Eli jah was a man with a na ture like ours, and 
he prayed ear nestly that it would not rain; and it did not
rain on the land for three year and six months, And he
prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth
pro duced its fruit” James 5:17-18.

An other very in ter est ing, pro found word: “Be cause the
sen tence against an evil work is not ex e cuted speed ily,
there fore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in
them to do evil” Ec cle si as tes 8:11, Psalm 98:8.

 Be fore YOU lose heart in this ar ti cle let ‘us’ go back to
the ‘orig i nal’ text: “And be cause law less ness will
abound, the love of many will grow cold.”

ONE very clear ‘ear mark’ of be long ing to the ‘fam ily of
God’ is this: “We know that we have passed from death
to life, be cause we love the breth ren” 1 John 3:14a.  Do
YOU love to at tend the Prayer Meet ing, Tes ti mo nial
gath er ings, etc.?  God says: “‘By this all will know that
you are my dis ci ples, if you have love for one an other’”
John 13:35.  Also He says: ‘See how they LOVE one an -
other’!  

IN ‘our’ day there is of ten a mis con cep tion of what
LOVE is.  Of ten love is ex pressed as emo tions, feel ings,
etc., which is true in one sense; but LOVE is com mit -
ment, de vo tion, in volve ment and loy alty.     

Have you no ticed that ‘to day’ it is so easy to be come ir ri -
ta ble, in dif fer ent and care less ness among the breth ren as 
it ap pears so easy for each one go their own way?  You
know the think ing to day is:  “I want to have my own
way.” This is EVEN true among the ‘house hold of God’!

YES there is a dif fer ence in the ‘fam ily of God’ of spir i -
tual age, growth and ex er cis ing dis cern ment but: “And
be kind to one an other, tenderhearted, for giv ing one an -
other, even as God in Christ for gave you” Ephe sians
4:32, Colossians 3:12-17, 1 John 4:11, Galatians 6:3, 1
Co rin thi ans 8:2, Prov erbs 6:19.  OH, how ‘we’ need to
make a clear dis tinc tion be tween per son al i ties and prin -
ci ples (Doc trine) – Romans 16:17, II Thessalonians 3:6,
14-15.  YES ‘we’ are to strive to keep the unity of born
again folk; but the  Holy Spirit makes the orig i nal ‘unity’ 
take place;  so be care ful that ‘tol er ance’ does n’t be come
‘trea son’.

 Sad but true; but be ing a true ‘con ser va tive’ OR a Bib li -
cal piet ist ic per son is much of the past; which does n’t
make it right!  

At this point, I have a per sonal ques tion to ask of YOU:
Can a true ‘be liever’ be too care ful in re gards to their
walk/talk WITH JESUS, with eter nity in view???  WE
find in Scrip ture the prayer ful re quest for God to
‘cleanse me’, ‘search me’, even in clud ing pre sump tu ous 



The five-year-old boy was busily draw ing, and his
mother in quired what it was. 

“I’m draw ing a pic ture of Adam and Eve,” said the
boy.

“But no body knows what Adam and Eve looked like,” 
said the mother.

“They will when I get through.”
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(hid den) SINS.

WHEN we speak of the ‘love of/for the breth ren’, it goes 
be yond denominational dif fer ences.  IF the ‘fel low ship’
is cor rect be tween you and GOD (vi tal); you will find
‘fel low ship’ be yond sec ond ary doc trinal dif fer ences as
long as they are truly un der the BLOOD of the cru ci fied,
risen and com ing again ONE (In the fam ily of GOD)! 
Have you let “law less ness’ be come a ‘fac tor’ in your
LOVE for fel low ‘be liev ers’?

There are ‘many’ ex cuses/rea sons why He brews 10:25,
Prov erbs 27:17, and Psalm 133:1 are not ‘prac ticed to -
day!  (By the way, chil dren, busi ness and prior (flex i ble)
plans are of ten used as rea sons for NOT seek ing out
Chris tian Fel low ship)  Would you like to have GOD take 
these ‘rea sons’ away?  Would YOU use the same rea son
for not at tend ing a given sports ac tiv ity, mu si cal con cert, 
Birth day Party, etc. that you would like to at tend?  WHO 
or what gets the pri or ity in your agenda? A good ques -
tion for one and all ‘chil dren of God’ to ask them selves
when choices have to be made is this: WHAT WOULD
JESUS DO? 

As you search the ‘Scrip tures’ you will no tice that
JESUS preached to the mul ti tudes, spent a fair amount
of time with the ‘Apos tles’ and es pe cially with the
‘three’.  He most cer tainly ALWAYS min is tered per son -
ally.

“‘If any one serves Me, let him fol low Me; and where I
am, there My ser vant will be also.  If any one serves Me,
him My Fa ther will honor’” John 12:26.   

The Mar vel among mar vels is that GOD cre ated man -
kind with the pur pose of ‘fel low ship’ with Him self! 
Thus He also cre ated man with a NEED of ‘fellow ship -
ing’ with other fel low-be liev ers in a for eign land!  

“But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have 
fel low ship with one an other, and the blood of Je sus
Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin” 1 John 1:7. 
Are YOU mak ing use of this priv i lege and right?

“Je sus an swered and said to him, ‘If any one loves Me,
he will keep My word; and My Fa ther will love him, and
We will come to him and make Our home with him.  He
who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the
word which you hears is not Mine but the Fa ther’s who
sent Me.” John 13:24-25.  No tice that it is an elec tive
com mand (John 13:15)!  “’A new com mand ment I give
to you, that you love one an other; as I have loved you,
that you also love one an other.  By this all will know that

you are My dis ci ples, if you have love for one an other.’”
John 13:34-35.  God NEVER ask any thing of you and I
that HE will pro vide!  He brews 10:20-25, Psalm 133:1,
Prov erbs 27:17, Malachi 3:16.  “We know that we he
passed from death to life, be cause we love the breth -
ren.  He who does not love his brother abides in
death” 1 John 3:14, Galatians 6:10.  

IF you are too busy to seek out Chris tian fel low ship;
then you are busier than God in tends for you to be!

“There fore, to him who knows to do good and does not
do it.  To him it is sin”  James 4:17.  This is a sin of ‘omis -
sion’.

UNITED ‘WE’ STAND, DIVIDED ‘WE’ FALL!  A
three fold cord is not quickly bro ken. Ec cle si as tes 4:12

“To gether Shem, Ham, and Japheth stood with their fa -
ther against a wicked so ci ety and built an ark.  Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah strength ened each other to re main
faith ful.  Pe ter, John, and James were com pan ions in in -
ti macy to the Lord. Joab, Asahel, and Abishai were
united in fierce de vo tion to Da vid.  A pop u lar Bi ble
teacher says that big bat tles are won by teams.  The Lord
says, “Where two or three are gath ered to gether in My
name, there am I” Mat thew 18:20…” Mar i lyn
MacMullen. 

The day will come when ALL Be liev ers will en ter the
pres ence of the Lord and live eter nally in Per fect Har -
mony.  UNTIL then, let ‘us’ strive to live in ‘har mony’
and ‘sup port ive’ of one an other.

P.S. IN Scrip ture we see the sym bol of the Per son of the
Holy Spirit as a Dove.  To my knowl edge, a dove is gen -
tle and eas ily driven away.  May we not be guilty of
griev ing or quench ing the gen tle ‘dove’ of the Holy
Spirit.

In con clud ing this ed i to rial, let me share with you two
very im por tant Bib li cal ser mons in 7-seven words,

“‘Re mem ber Lot’s wife.’” – “Enoch walked with
God’” (Luke 17:32, Gen e sis 5:22, 6:9, 17:1, 40:15)

P.P.S. In the month of June (tra di tion ally) there are a lot
of ‘Mar riages’ that take place, but re mem ber that is the
very be gin ning of a jour ney of a life TOGETHER.  One
Male united with one Fe male un til death sep a rates the
same!  Men should ALSO re mem ber  that it is YOU who 
your “bride” mar ried and it is YOU that she wants; hope -
fully not the just the ben e fits that you may pro vide for
her, but you!  Nat u rally the visa versa is equally TRUE.   



From Our Fellowship Circle

C. K. For est City, IA
En closed is a gift to help with the Morn ing Glory pub -

li ca tion.
I look back many years and re joice that through the

Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion; in the 40’s –
50’s my fam ily and my self came to know Je sus Christ in
an in ti mate way.  The many Chris tian friends in those
grow ing up years helped me as a teen to grow in Christ as
well.

Now I am among the “older ones” and pray God is us -
ing me to reach out to oth ers with God’s Plan of Sal va tion
and en cour age ment in their Chris tian Walk.

I find the Morn ing Glory en cour ag ing and pass it unto
oth ers.  

P. M. H. Fergus Falls, MN 
En closed is a check for Morn ing Glory or the Hauge

Fed er a tion.  
We have re ceived the ‘Morn ing Glory’ for many years 

and have cer tainly en joyed re ceiv ing the same.
My hus band, … went to be with the Lord 6 months

ago.  I miss him so much but we have the won der ful hope
of meet ing again be cause of Je sus.  I over heard my daugh -
ter-in-law tell some one “We know where he is and we
know how to get there.”  What a blessed hope we have!

Thank you again.

M. A. Eden, SD
As I walked up to my mail box a cou ple of days ago, it

dawned on me that I was n’t re ceiv ing the Morn ing Glory
edi tion any more.  So I called … to see if she was re ceiv ing 
it and she said yes!  Then the light went on – oh, oh, my
sub scrip tion had run out!

I am so sorry this has hap pened as I cer tainly en joy
read ing the Morn ing Glory.  …

…Brought me a few back is sues to Church on Sunday
and I read them all and would cer tainly love to re ceive it
again! …

I am look ing for ward to Spring – it has been a long
cold Win ter, but thank ful we have n’t had much snow.      

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of
the Lord.”  Isaiah 2:3

IT is ex ceed ingly ben e fi cial to our souls to mount
above this pres ent evil world to some thing no bler and
better.  The cares of this world and the de ceit ful ness of

riches are apt to choke ev ery thing good within us, and we
grow fret ful, de spond ing, per haps proud and car nal. It is
well for us to cut down these thorns and bri ers, for heav -
enly seed sown among them is not likely to yield a har -
vest; and where shall we find a better sickle with which to
cut them down than com mu nion with God and the things
of the King dom?  In the val leys of Swit zer land many o the
in hab it ants are de formed, and all wear a sickly ap pear -
ance, for the at mo sphere is charged with mi asma, and is
close and stag nant; but up yon der, on the moun tain, you
find a hardy race, who breathe the clear fresh air as it
blows from the vir gin snows of the Al pine sum mit.  

It would be well if the dwell ers in the val ley could fre -
quently leave their abodes among the marshes and the fe -
ver mist, and in hale the brac ing el e ment upon the hills.  It
is to such an ex ploit of climb ing that I in vite you this eve -
ning.  May the Spirit of God as sist us to leave the mists of
fear and the fe vers of anx i ety, and all the ills which gather
in this val ley of earth, and to as cend the moun tains of an -
tic i pated joy and bless ed ness.  May God the Holy Spirit
cut the cords that keep us here be low, and as sist us to
mount!  We sit too of ten like chained ea gles fas tened to the 
rock only that un like the ea gle, we be gin to love our chain, 
and would, per haps, if it came re ally to the test, be loath to
have it snapped.  

May God now grant us grace, if we can not es cape
from the chain as to our flesh, yet to do so as to our spir its;
and leav ing the body, like a ser vant, at the foot of the hill,
may our soul, like Abra ham, at tain the top of the moun -
tain, there to in dulge in com mu nion with the Most High.
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Gospel Tent
Available

This is a glorious time for
Evangelistic Outreach in making use
of the Hauge Gospel Tent!  IF you are

interested, please contact Paul
Peterson of Kenyon, MN at 

(507) 202-5329



Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

We’re Losing Our Country…The
Foundations of this Country are Collapsing.

The Rev er end Frank lin Gra ham (son of famed evan -
ge list Billy Gra ham and fa mous cru sader in his own right)
was re cently giv ing an in ter view on Tony Perkins’ ra dio
show, Wash ing ton Watch, about the per se cu tion of Chris -
tians around the world, when he said some thing that many
con ser va tive Chris tians have likely thought as well.

To day, we are los ing mor ally our na tion, and the
foun da tions of this coun try are col laps ing and fall ing
apart.

He was n’t just speak ing about the “moral de cline” of
our coun try; he was fo cus ing more on what our si lence in
the face of moral de cay is lead ing to.  Spe cif i cally, it’s
lead ing to the per se cu tion and marginalization of Chris -
tians and Chris tian ity – both here in Amer ica, and in the
world at large.

Host Tony Perkins does well to point out that as be -
liev ers we of ten de sire to re main at peace with those
around us, which leads us to stay si lent on con tro ver sial or
hard is sues.  How ever, in stead of help ing, this re sponse
may well be a rea son of our cur rent prob lems.  Be cause we 
have cho sen to re main si lent, our voices are not heard col -
lec tively and those who do stand up are los ing the fight,
sim ply be cause they are over whelmed by their op po nents.  
The point is, that while we should want good re la tions
with our neigh bors, at the end of the day… some things
are worth fighting for and should be fought for.

“We can not be si lent any lon ger!  You know, I have
people come up to me and they say, “Frank lin, your fa ther
would not be speak ing out like this.”  And my an swer to
them is to say, when my fa ther went to school, the Ten
Com mand ments were still on the wall.  When my fa ther
went to school, the teacher led the whole class room in the
Lord’s Prayer.  The coun try that we’re liv ing in to day is
not the same as when my fa ther grew up.  It’s a dif fer ent
day, it’s a dif fer ent cen tury, and we have a whole dif fer ent, 
new set of is sues in front of us.  And what we’re do ing to -
day is we’re losing our country.

My fa ther was n’t wor ried about los ing our coun try
when he was grow ing up.  That was n’t the is sue.  To day,
we are los ing mor ally our na tion, and the foun da tions of
this coun try are col laps ing and fall ing apart.  We better
stand up, and we better speak up, and we better start get -
ting Chris tians to run (for po lit i cal of fice) and vot ing for
those Chris tians that run.”

Eagle Rising, by Onan Coca, March 19, 2015

Pro-Choice Till She Learned She Was
Conceived in Rape 

Ev ery year the me dia ig nore the thou sands who gather 
on the Na tional Mall to cel e brate life – in 2015, an es ti -
mated 200,000 gath ered, and ABC and NBC re fused to
ac knowl edge the March for Life… One story that is of ten
un told is the personal…

(This year)  Mary Rathke, a pro-life speaker who was
con ceived through rape, had some strong words for the
pro –life move ment who think its okay to abort me.  I hear
all the time, ‘I’m pro-life, ex cept in the case of rape.’ 
What I’m re ally hear ing is: ‘I’m pro-life, ex cept in the
case of Mary Rathke.’

“Just be cause my fa ther was a rap ist does n’t mean I
don’t de serve life,” she said.

An other woman, Travon Clifton, was pro-choice, un -
til she found out that she too was con ceived through rape. 
“Up un til that point I did not know… in high school, I was
ac tu ally pro-choice.  I used to write pa pers about that – a
woman’s right to choose.”

But, “I re al ized that when I was sup port ing the ex cep -
tion, I was con sent ing to my own death.”

Katie Yoder for LifeNews.com 

57,762,169 Abortions in America Since 1973

The United States marked 42 years of le gal ized abor -
tion in all 50 states at any time for any rea son through out
preg nancy on Jan u ary 22, the an ni ver sary of the Roe v.
Wade Su preme Court de ci sion.  Since that time, there have 
been ap prox i mately 57,762,169, abor tions that have de -
stroyed the lives of un born children…

The long-term trend is fewer abor tions (now about
1.1. mil lion an nu ally), and the num ber is down sig nif i -
cantly from 1990 when the coun try saw 1.6 mil lion abor -
tions a year… If the num ber of abor tions had re mained at
1.6 mil lion, more than seven mil lion more ba bies would
have died.

Steven Ertelt for LifeNews.com

Ed i tor’s Note:  MAY ‘we’ con tinue to plead/pray for
GOD’S mercy; as ‘we’ the peo ple (USA) have sinned
griev ously be fore ‘our’ holy and righ teous GOD!

Then think also of the un known num ber of in fant lives
who have been killed in se cret and those who have been
killed in other coun tries as well.
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Sixteen States Are Actively Trying to Ban 
Sharia Law 

To day the ter ror ist group ISIS is hold ing tens of thou -
sands of peo ple in sub ju ga tion to a prim i tive form of Is -
lamic law.  In the United King dom, which has sig nif i cant
Mus lim pop u la tion, there is a huge push to put sharia law
on an equal foot ing with Brit ish law.  Here in the United
States, Is lamic groups are in creas ingly press ing for con -
ces sions on a wide va ri ety of is sues.  It is not sur pris ing,
the, that states are act ing to stave off such incursions.

In a re cent ar ti cle, the Con ser va tive Tri bune de tails
these ef forts.

Any time a state wants to ban sharia law from be ing
used within its bound aries, Mus lim groups – usu ally led
by the Coun cil on Amer i can-Is lamic Re la tions (CAIR) –
cry Islamophobia; which usu ally leads to the ques tion:  If
the groups were n’t in fa vor of sharia law, why would they
mind it being banned?

…Al a bama be came the lat est state to ban sharia law
when vot ers passed a mea sure add ing an amend ment to
the state con sti tu tion.  CAIR said that the mo tion was “vir -
u lently rac ist” and “out right hos til ity to wards Mus -
lims.”…

Liberty247.net
Ed i tor’s Note:  WHY aren’t the other 34 states do ing the
same; as you may re call the old say ing:  ‘A stitch in time,
saves nine’?

Canadian Supreme Court 

The Ca na dian Su preme Court banned prayer at City
Coun cil Meet ings; stat ing that elected of fi cials do not
have the right to pray au di bly at City Coun cil Meet ings.

Selected – 4/15/15

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Say “DAD!”
Say Dad, as you know this is the month that we pay

trib ute to the God Given Priv i lege/re spon si bil ity of bring -
ing into this world an In her i tance from the LORD!

Just a cou ple of quick ques tions in re gards to this vi tal
role: 1). Does your dwell ing quar ters re sem ble that of a
‘Chris tian-home’ by pic tures, plagues, lit er a ture, watch -
ing pro grams on TV, lan guage, etc.?  2). Are YOU the
‘head of the house hold/leader’ (not dic ta tor) in see ing to it
that you and your spouse/fam ily are be ing led daily in de -
vo tions/fam ily al tar/ Scrip ture read ing and prayer?

IF NOT, you have failed mis er a bly in the great est call -
ing/vo ca tion/oc cu pa tion on earth that God has given YOU 

– other than per sonal SALVATION!
May YOU ex pe ri ence a BLESSED FATHER’S DAY

AND BEYOND.  This is our prayer for YOU!  In God’s
GRACE, may you ex pe ri ence the fol low ing: “In the fear
of the LORD, there is strong con fi dence, And His chil -
dren will have a place of re fuge.  ‘The fear (child-like
fear with rev er ence) of the LORD is a foun tain of life, To 
turn one away from the snares of death.’” Prov erbs
14:26-27. 

May this ALSO be true of you who are priv i leged to
be Grand par ents, Great grand par ents!

The ‘fam ily’ that prays to gether, works to gether, wor -
ships God to gether, plays to gether – stays to gether.

Last word for now: “Re mem ber Lot’s wife” and “…
Enoch walked with God.”  Gen e sis 5:22a & Luke 17:32.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Cross Was His Own
They bor rowed a bed to lay His head 
At Je sus’ in car na tion; 
They bor rowed the colt on which He rode 
Midst shouts of ju bi la tion; 
But the crown He wore, and the cross He bore
Were His own.

He bor rowed the bread when the crowd He fed 
On the grassy moun tain side;
He bor rowed the fish when the peo ple did wish 
Their hun ger sat is fied; 
But the crown he wore, and the cross He bore 
Were His own.  

He bor rowed a room on the way to the tomb
The Pass over feast to eat;
They bor rowed a cave—for Him a grave; 
They bor rowed the linen sheet.
But the crown He wore, and the cross He bore 
Were His own.

The thorns on His head were worn in my stead, 
For me the Sav iour died.
The guilt of my sin drove the nails in 
When Him they cru ci fied;
Though the crown He wore, and the cross He bore 
Were His own—they were rightly mine.

Author Unknown
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THE RESULT OF CURSING
Re cently I talked with a per son who said: “On the job

I hear so much swear ing and curs ing I can hardly take it
any lon ger!” I’ve thought a lot about what he men tioned.
Then I tried to re call if I have heard any preacher speak on
the sub ject of “curs ing” re cently. I could not think of any -
one. I asked my wife and oth ers but they could not re call
hear ing any mes sage on “curs ing.” There fore, I thought I
should write an ar ti cle and con front this sub ject, us ing the
New Liv ing Trans la tion Bi ble.

As a min is ter of the Word of God, I am ob li gated to
speak of sin and wrong do ing when the need is there. I’m a 
Chris tian, and the Bi ble is my guide in ev ery area. So let’s
look at what the Bi ble says about this sub ject. Mat thew
15:18 tells us what Je sus said one day. “But evil words
come from an evil heart and de file the per son who says
them.” Evil words, where do they come from, they come
from an evil heart. The Lord goes on to say that it de files
the per son that speaks like that.

The word de file means: filthy, dirty, im pure, cor rupt,
and pro fane. Let me ask you, how do you talk to peo ple?
Do you think it’s manly or some thing like that, when you
curse and swear? An other verse that is very thought pro -
vok ing is found in Romans 3:13. “Their talk is foul, like
the stench from an open grave. Their speech is filled
with lies.”

Let me tell you a story about my self. I got en gaged
when I lived in Nor way, to JoAnn, who is now my wife. In
that coun try, when you get en gaged, both the boy and girl
get an en gage ment ring. I want to use this as an ex am ple
for you. When a per son ac cepts Christ Je sus as his or her
Lord and Sav ior, then we re ceive His Holy Spirit, who
lives in our heart. Here is proof of that, Ephesian 1:13.
“And now you also have heard the truth, the Good
News that God saves you. And when you be lieved in
Christ, he iden ti fied you as His own by giv ing you the
Holy Spirit, who He prom ised long ago.”

I was iden ti fied with my girl friend at that time, be -
cause of the ring I wore. I am iden ti fied with Christ, be -
cause His Holy Spirit lives in me.

Now, sup pose a boy friend goes out one eve ning with
his girl friend and speaks kindly to her and shows af fec -
tion. The next day on the job he speaks rudely of her and
re ally drags her name through the mud as it were. He
curses her and be lit tles her all he can. Two days later, he’s
out on a date with her again. He says kind and sweet words 
to her, etc. and they have a good time. The next day on the
job, he puts her down, by the swear ing and curs ing of her
name. He has noth ing good to say about her. Do you think
these two young peo ple should get mar ried? What if she
finds out about the way he speaks of her? Do you think she 

would want to marry him?
The Bi ble says to a be liever in Christ, don’t grieve the

Holy Spirit. Let me quote you a few verses in this re gard.
Ephe sians 4:30-32. “And do not bring sor row to God’s
Holy Spirit by the way you live. Re mem ber, He is the
one who has iden ti fied you as his own, guar an tee ing
that you will be saved on the day of re demp tion. Get
rid of all bit ter ness, rage, an ger, harsh words, and
slan der, as well as all types of ma li cious be hav ior. In -
stead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, for giv ing
one an other, just as God through Christ has for given
you.”

Here is what the Lord says about His name. Ex o dus
20:7 says; “You shall not mis use the name of the Lord
your God, for the Lord will not hold any one guilt less
who mis uses His name.” This is the third com mand ment.

This is how God the Fa ther speaks about His only be -
got ten Son in Philippians 2:9. “There fore, God ex alted
him to the high est place (in heaven) and gave Him the
name that is above ev ery name.”

I will give you an ex am ple. I was vis it ing a cou ple in a
church that I served, and they said to me, “There are some
peo ple in our church that mis use the name of the Lord.
They damn His name, by curs ing Him in ev ery way, with -
out any no tice able re gret.” Let me ask you! Do you think
peo ple like that will get into God’s heaven? Right away
some peo ple will say: “Well, I grew up in a tough neigh -
bor hood” or “that’s just the way peo ple talk to day.” Is that
so?

Je sus says in Mat thew 7:21 and 23: “Not ev ery one
who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will en ter the king dom of 
heaven, but only he who does the will of my Fa ther who 
is in heaven.” Con tin u ing, Je sus says about them: “I
never knew you. Away from me, you evil do ers!” Do
you take the Word of God like this lightly? I sure don’t!
These peo ple were turned away from heaven!

A fit ting verse from Prov erbs 4:23-24. “Above all
else, guard your heart, for it af fects ev ery thing you do.
Avoid all per verse talk: stay far from cor rupt speech.”
Christ tells us in Mat thew 12:36-37. “But I tell you that
men will have to give ac count on the day of judge ment
to ev ery care less word they have spo ken. For by your
words you will be ac quit ted and by your words you will 
be con demned.” James 5:12. “Above all, my broth ers,
do not swear – not by heaven or by earth or by any -
thing else. Let your “yes” be yes, and your “no” be no,
or you will be con demned.”

So how is it with you read ing this ar ti cle? Are you
care less in the way you speak? I per son ally pray like what
the Psalm ist prayed in Psalm 120:2. “Save me, O Lord,
from ly ing lips and from de ceit ful thoughts!” That’s
why I don’t apol o gize for the fact that I need a daily
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helper, who is my Sav ior. His Holy Spirit lives in me; He
helps me, guides me and He re bukes me when needed. He
leads in my life on a daily ba sis.

God again says in James 1:26, “If any one con sid ers
him self re li gious and yet does not keep a tight rein on
his tongue, he de ceives him self and his re li gion is
worth less.” This is quite a state ment! You see, you can
play the game of life all you want. You can go to church,
you can put on a false front around the chil dren, you can
try to make a good im pres sion in front of peo ple. But no -
tice what He says: “Your re li gion is worth less.” If this is
the way you live, as some of these Bi ble verses have de -
scribed, don’t fool your self think ing you’re go ing to get
around God’s dam na tion, be cause you won’t. God knows
of ev ery thought, word and deed in your life. You’re go ing 
to give ac count for ev ery thing, and so am I. That’s why I
choose not to be care less about the way I speak.

There are two roads in life, that’s what the Bi ble
teaches. Mat thew 7:13-14 “You can en ter God’s King -
dom only through the nar row gate. The high way to
hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who
choose the easy way. But the gate way to life is small,
and the road is nar row, and only a few ever find it.” To
be hon est with you, I don’t want to go to hell! Hell is a real
and ter ri ble place; it is pre pared for Sa tan and his an gels
and any one who has Sa tan’s sin ful na ture. 2 Co rin thi ans
4:4. “Sa tan, the god of this world has blinded the
minds of the un be liev ers to keep them from see ing the
light of the gos pel of the glory of Christ, who is the like -
ness of God.” Un saved peo ple love sin; they know that’s
where their in ter est is. Many peo ple don’t think of the end
re sult, of a sin ful life. To spend an eter nity in hell, what a
ter ri ble trag edy. Je sus warns all of us in this way. Luke
12:5. “But I’ll tell you whom to fear. Fear God, who has 
the power to kill peo ple and then throw them into
hell.”

Maybe you don’t read the Bi ble much; then you have
lit tle knowl edge about Hell. I am go ing to give you sev eral 
phrases that the Bi ble uses de scrib ing Hell. It is a God for -
saken place. This is where the un saved per son will ex ist
for ever and ever through out eter nity. It’s a place of eter nal
tor ment that never ceases. There is an un quench able fire.
A lake that burns with fire and sul fur. The worm never dies 
and the fire never goes out. An eter nal thirst that is never
quenched. They will cry out from an guish of heart and
wail in brokenness of spirit. There will be weep ing and
gnash ing of teeth. They will be tor mented day and night
for ever and ever. … What a ter ri ble place! Truly, God
warns you ev ery way He pos si bly can!

That is why God tells us, He sent his only be got ten
Son into the world. This was the only way God could save
man kind. A Holy and per fect of fer ing had to be sac ri ficed. 

So Je sus came, and laid down His life for us. John 3:16
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only be -
got ten Son, that who so ever be liev eth in Him should
not per ish, but have ev er last ing life.”

Let me tell you some great news at the end of this ar ti -
cle. If you re ally want a change in your heart and life, you
can have a change. You can not do this in your own
strength, but with God’s help and strength a mir a cle can
take place. Hon estly, re pent of your sins be fore God and
man. With a prayer in your heart, pray some thing like this: 
“Je sus for give me. Change me! Make me a new per son!”
If you will hon estly pray like that, sub mit ting your self to
Him, He will for give you! This is what He says in 1 John
1:9 “But if we con fess our sins to Him, He is faith ful
and just to for give us and cleanse us from ev ery
wrong.”

Give Je sus a chance in your life – you’ll never re gret
it. To be for given of the bur den of sin, that is the great est -
last ing joy a per son can ex pe ri ence in life. Then we can
sing with the song writer: “Amaz ing grace, how sweet the
sound, that saved a wretch like me! I once was lost, but
now I’m found. Was blind but now I see.”

Prayer fully sub mit ted,
Rev. Willmore Gundersen

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Train up a child in the way he should go and, when
he is old, he will not de part from it.  Prov erbs 22:6

And these words, which I com mand thee this day,
shall be in thy heart; and thou shalt teach them dil i -
gently unto thy chil dren.  Deu ter on omy 6:6-7a

Re cently a friend men tioned that her mother of ten
stated, “Chil dren will fol low one of your ‘gods’, so make
sure there is only one God.”  How true this state ment is. 
Has God en trusted a child to your care?

Be sure to lead that child by your ex am ple.  Teach
them God’s Word and pray for that child.  By word and
deed give them the Sav iour.  You will have done a great
and last ing work.            Janet Flem ing

Train a child to walk God’s way, Pray, then pray
again, 

It may take some years to see Your work was not in
vain. – J. F. 

11



EASTER MORNING 
Please read Mark 16:1-7

Ed i tor’s Note:  As you ‘pon der’ upon this ‘ar ti cle’ and
most cer tainly ALL of Scrip ture, that ALL of the per sons
re corded therein, had the very same old na ture that YOU
and I have, and that they too had a ‘three-fold’ en emy: Sa -
tan, the world and ‘our’ own flesh (self).  Also, that GOD
and His prom ises never change and never will; as He
Changes Not!

“And en ter ing into the tomb, they saw a young man sit -
ting on the right side, ar rayed in a white robe; and they
were amazed.  And he said unto them, Be not amazed; ye
seek Je sus, the Nazarene, who hath been cru ci fied.  He is
risen; he is not here.  Be hold the place where they laid
him.” (Mark 16:5-6).

The great fes ti val was over.  Large groups of peo ple
from the var i ous places in Pal es tine, as well as from other
lands, had vis ited Je ru sa lem also this year to ob serve the
Pass over.

We have rea son to be lieve that the ru mors of the great
prophet had trav eled far and had brought many to the feast
who might oth er wise not have come.  Some may also have
had hopes for phys i cal heal ing; so by the use of crutches
and the kindly help of other peo ple they had made their way 
to Je ru sa lem. 

But now He is gone; there is no help to be had.  He was
too good to be per mit ted to live.  Sin ful and self-seek ing
peo ple could not en dure so much of love and truth with out
pass ing judg ment on them selves.  To save them selves they
con demned the Sav ior.

He is dead.  His grave has been sealed with the Ro man
seal; men with nerves of steel, men who re gard nei ther God
nor man, guard the grave.  

Con se quently, all the hope less and help less ones must
re turn to their homes to be racked by pain, sor row, and sin
as hith erto.

The en e mies of Christ have oc ca sion to re joice.  He has
been bur ied by faith ful men.  The fes ti val is over with out re -
bel lion or rev o lu tion, and the grave is guarded by doughty
men.  No fa natic shall have op por tu nity to re move the corpse 
and say that He is risen.  The tu mult has sub sided; His friends 
have been de feated and His en e mies are vic to ri ous.

The Sab bath is draw ing to a close; the Scribes and
Phar i sees be take them selves to rest se curely.  But the dis ci -
ples lack both light and com fort.  In the qui et ness of the
night while hope less ness be numbs the dis ci ples and in tox i -
ca tion of vic tory lulls the en emy to sleep, three women
make their way to the grave; they ar rive just as the day is
dawn ing.  Ei ther they do not know, or they have for got ten,
what would meet them there.  They con sider the stone, but

not the guard; if they had thought of the guard they would
most surely have re mained at home.

For tu nately, they for got; per haps they did not know.  At 
any rate they went.  They could not have been so ig no rant
as to think that they could drive the sol diers away and break 
the seal;  they knew Rome too well for that.  (Ed i tor: Any -
one who broke the Ro man seal would meet ex e cu tion).

Time and again it has been for tu nate that there have
been in no cent and child like peo ple who have had greater
light and warmth in the heart than depth and clar ity in the
un der stand ing.    

These three women have ren dered us a greater ser vice
than we can ap pre ci ate.   If about fif teen or twenty strong
men had been the first to ar rive at the grave we can be cer -
tain that the en e mies would have charged them with sub du -
ing the guard, break ing the seal and steal ing the body.  But
now there were only three weak and in no cent women who
sighed be cause a large stone sep a rated them from their
friend and bene fac tor.  

When they reached the grave they found that which
they had never dreamed of.  The stone had been rolled
away, the grave was empty, and an an gel of God was the
watch man.  Still fright ened, they are puz zled by the strange
turn of events.

It is now that the great bat tle be gins be tween faith and
doubt in the hearts of the dis ci ples.  They would like to be -
lieve, but this is un be liev able.  They can not be lieve for joy
and amaze ment; all the while Je sus is try ing in ev ery pos si -
ble way to show that He is risen.  He meets them in Gal i lee
ac cord ing to His  prom ise.  He walks with them mile af ter
mile.  He asks them to cast their net into the sea.  He gives
them food, and be fore their eyes He Him self eats.  He ap -
proaches Thomas and asks him to place his hands in the
wounds.  He stands among them while hun dreds watch.  

Can all this be de ceit and il lu sion? 
Is any thing in the Bi ble de clared with greater con vic -

tion than that Je sus is risen?  
If we can not be lieve this, what can we be lieve?  A dark -

ness of the devil has en vel oped these peo ple  who, with the
Bi ble in hand, will de clare that they be lieve in Je sus but will 
deny that He is risen.  In or der to make Sa tan’s de cep tion
more plau si ble they say that He arose spir i tu ally; that is
sup posed to be nearly as good as a bodily res ur rec tion.  

Can a spirit die and rise?  Has a spirit ever been bur ied?
No, they who deny the bodily res ur rec tion of Je sus

thereby deny the Saviorhood of Je sus, and have no right to
bear the name of Christ.

“If Christ hath not been raised, your faith is vain; ye 
are yet in your sins.”  1 Cor. 15:17.

Ex cerpt from Easter Morn ing, Spirit and Power, By
Luddvig Hope, Copy right HLIF: 1959.
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JESUS WEPT!

By Louis Paul Lehman 

“Jesus wept.”  John 11:35 — “And when he was 
come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it.”  

Luke 19:41.

These pas sages glis ten with the rar est and most pre -
cious tears in the uni verse—the tears of God.  You might
wish that some one had put out his hand to catch them as
they fell; then pre serv ing them in some sealed ves sel,
trans par ent and air tight we could be hold them like jew els
of His ten der grief – “Je sus wept.”

No one can an a lyze the emo tions of di vine mind,
which so in fi nitely tran scends ours, even as “the heav ens
are higher than the earth” (Isa. 55:9).  But we can pause to 
won der, to stand trans fixed at this cu ri ous thing—the
weep ing God. 

I see the im pos si bil ity of ex plor ing all the se crets of
the Al mighty with a can dle of hu man rea son. I know it
would be im pos si ble to ex plain the sci en tific and math e -
mat i cal the o ries of mis sile re search in the tongue of some
jun gle tribe who do not even have words for numerical
powers.  

Je sus Wept With the Sor row ing

The set ting of John, chap ter 11, is the re cord of the
death of Laz a rus.  This event touched the hearts of his sis -
ters, Mary and Mar tha, and touched all the com mu nity of
Jews who wept with them (vs. 33). 

They were all weep ing and Je sus wept with them. 
They were not all weep ing for the same rea son.  Crowds
are of ten stirred by an elec tric sym pa thy, and some weep
be cause it is the thing to do.

Not all tears have the same char ac ter.  Some tears are
gen u ine; they spring au to mat i cally from an ex pres sive
heart.  Some tears are false; they may be vol un tarily of -
fered in the stead of any thing more con crete.  There are
tears of joy as well as sor row—live tears of hope, tears of
dis ap point ment.

“Je sus wept.”  At this mo ment He had no pain, but He
had be come a part of a com pany of weep ing peo ple and
“Je sus wept.”  He wept with the sor row ing.

It is one of the great priv i leges of the Gos pel to of fer
you a Christ who will weep with you.  He is touched with
your feel ings.

If you have a bro ken heart and want some one to weep
with you, He knows how to do that.  “Je sus wept.”

The Psalm ist took hold of the same idea: “Thou hast
con sid ered my trou ble; thou hast known my soul in ad ver -
si ties” (31:7).    

There is sub stance to His sym pa thy.  There are tears in 

it.  I am amazed how few peo ple weep to day.  It is thought
to be a sign of weak ness that any one should weep—but
“Je sus wept.”

I won der if it takes hold of your heart how won der ful
it is to have a Christ who will weep with us!  He is sen si -
tive to hu man grief.  If they only knew – they who live in
the shadow of that grin ning idol on the gilded ped es tal;
they who come with their gift of rice and money and meat
seek ing for one crumb of com fort, one gleam of hope, one
word from those carved lips—oh, if they only knew Jesus!

That same sor row is in the scene in Luke 19 when He
weeps over the city; their sin has brought their judg ment.  

That God weeps over the im pen i tence of men is an in -
sight into His heart.  He loves.  He cares.  That God is con -
cerned about lost men is spelled out in the Mo saic rit ual,
but it breaks upon us in full maj esty in the In car na tion.

It thun ders at Cal vary in ev ery drop of His blood on
the quak ing rocks.  It shat ters the seal of the tomb on the
morn ing of the Res ur rec tion.

He weeps over the sin ning.
There is an in di ca tion of His will ing ness and His abil -

ity in line with His lack of ac tion in the tears He wept for
Je ru sa lem: “How of ten would I have…but ye would not.”
There is an other ad e quate re cord: “Be cause of their un be -
lief” (Matt. 13:58).

A farmer may de sire mighty works in his fields, and
he im plores God to help him.  That is a wise and rev er ent
at ti tude.  He shall pray to the Lord for a good har vest. 
Surely God can send the har vest.  The Lord is able to ban -
dage the bar ren earth with a golden sheaf of har vest.  

God can do it—but God will not un less the farmer
broad casts the seeds, plows the earth and cares for the soil.  
There will be no flour, no bread, no profit, de spite all his
prayers and faith, un less the farmer meets the con di tions
of har vest.  God says in light of man’s fail ure in obe di -
ence, “How of ten would I have, but ye would not.”

The states man may pray, “God, God, help us!”  Surely 
God can, and I be lieve God will—but there is a con di tion
to be met: “Righ teous ness exalteth a na tion: but sin is a
re proach to any peo ple” Prov. 14:14.

Je sus weeps over the sin ning.  He would meet their
need, par don their sin, for give the past, as sure them of
Heaven.  He would, and He can—but they would not. 
“Je sus wept.”

Look in the Word and catch sight of His tears.  Look to 
the cross and see His sor row.  Lis ten to His plead ing tones
of love in the prayers of an old mother, in the throb of a fa -
ther’s en treaty, in the woo ing Spirit heavy upon a sin ner’s
soul.  LOST!  A world – a race – a soul – LOST!

What ever other pain this waywardness has caused,
what ever sor row it has brought to par ents and friends and
wives and hus bands and sons and daugh ters, above all
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other tears it has made Je sus weep.  God bro ken hearted!
This should be suf fi cient to bring any sin ner to Je sus,

who de sires to save “them to the ut ter most that come
into God by Him, see ing He ever liveth to make in ter -
ces sion for them” Heb. 7:25. 

Excerpts taken from the article Jesus Wept, 
Sword of the Lord.

Ed i tor’s Note: “For we do not have a High Priest who
can not sym pa thize with our weak nesses, but was in all
points tempted as we are, yet with out sin.  Let us there fore
come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may ob tain
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” He brews
4:15-16.

“Those who sow in tears shall reap in joy.  He who
con tin u ally goes forth weep ing, Bear ing seed for sow ing,
Shall doubt less come again with re joic ing, Bring ing his
sheaves with him.” Psalm 126:5-6.

“Weep ing may en dure for a night, But joy co mes in the 
morn ing.”  Psalm 30:5b.   Jer e miah 9:1-2, then read on! 
Romans 9:1-2 and once again please read on!

“‘But thanks be to God, who gives us the vic tory
through our Lord Je sus Christ.  There fore, my be loved 
breth ren, be stead fast, im mov able, al ways abound ing
in the work of the Lord, know ing that your la bor is not
in vain in the Lord” 1 Co rin thi ans 15:57-58.

LESSONS FROM AMOS: 

Don’t En ter Gil gal 

(Con tin ued from last is sue of the Morn ing Glory)
“But (do not) …En ter Gil gal … For Gil gal shall

surely go into cap tiv ity.”  Amos 5:5

Gil gal was the place of new be gin nings.  Twelve me -
mo rial stones from the Jor dan were set up at Gil gal af ter
the mi rac u lous cross ing of the Jor dan River (Joshua 4:3). 
The na tion was cir cum cised there in prep a ra tion for their
pos ses sion of the Land (Joshua 4:5).  The Pass over was
cel e brated (Joshua 5:10), and the mi rac u lous manna
ceased (Joshua 5:12). The vic to ri ous cam paign in the hill
coun try of Judea ex tend ing to Kadeshbarnea and Gasa
was con ducted from Gil gal (Joshua 10:15).  The great bat -
tle of the wa ters of Merom was con ducted from Gil gal
(Joshua 1:43, 11:5).  Saul was crowned Is rael’s first king
at Gilgal (1 Samuel 11:15).  

Yet, the ac tiv ity at Gil gal be gan to ob scure the Word
of God.  Saul com pro mised and sac ri ficed at Gil gal to try
to gain God’s bless ing.  His de sire for po lit i cal fa vor re -

sulted in di rect dis obe di ence to God.   
A zeal for “righ teous ac tion” with out obe di ence can

re sult in evil.  Jephthah’s fool ish vow and sub se quent bad
lead er ship led to ter ri ble apos tasy (Judges 17 – 18).  A Le -
vite’ false zeal for re venge led Is rael into civil war (Judges
19 – 21).  

When ac tiv ity sub sti tutes for “ho li ness,” the cause
starts to jus tify the ac tiv ity.  Ac tiv ity then be comes nec es -
sary to pre serve the cause, and ded i ca tion to the ac tiv ity is
equated with loy alty and ho li ness.  In many cases, pres er -
va tion of a mem o ra ble event over rides bib li cal truth.  We
don’t need “ac tiv ity” at Gil gal as much as we need “abid -
ing” in Christ.  The “branches” need the “vine” (John 15).

Don’t Pass Through Beersheba 

“But … pass not to Beersheba” Amos 5:5 
Beersheba (well of the “sev ens”) be came a lo ca tion of 

some im por tance in Is rael’s early his tory.  Hagar (the
Egyp tian bond-woman who bore Ishmael) was res cued by 
God at Beersheba (Gen e sis 21:14-19).  Abra ham im -
proved the well at Beersheba and set tled there, built a
grove and “called there on the name of the LORD, the ev -
er last ing God” (Gen e sis 21:33).   It was at Beersheba that
Abra ham was told to sac ri fice Isaac (Genesis 22:1-4).  

Beersheba fig ured prom i nently in the life of Is rael. 
Isaac made a cov e nant with the Philistines there, re paired
the well, and lived at Beersheba for many years (Gen e sis
26:17-33).  His tor i cally, Beersheba is best known for the
po lit i cal oaths cer e mo ni ously con firmed there with the
sec u lar na tions around Israel. 

At Beersheba, truth later be came equated with tra di -
tion.  Sub sti tut ing the wis dom and tra di tions of man
(Mark 7:3-13) or the world’s (Colossians 2:8) for truth can 
be very dan ger ous.

 God looks for ward, not back ward.  His tor i cal places
and events are les sons, not laws.

· God wants obedience, not activity.  Past victories
are to be praises not patterns.

· God demands truth, not compromise.  Successful
negotiations are directives, not doctrines. 

“Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: and so the
LORD, the God of hosts, shall be with you, as ye have spo -
ken.  Hate the evil, and love the good, and es tab lish judg -
ment in the gate: it may be that the LORD God of hosts
will be gra cious unto the rem nant of Jo seph” (Amos
5:14-15).  Henry M. Mor ris, Ph.D. 

Days of Praise, In sti tute for Cre ation Re search, 
Copy right – 2014, Per mis sion Granted. 

14



Crucified Lips
I guess it is pos si ble for a Christian’s eyes to gaze on

lust, like a dirty mag a zine – but not cru ci fied eyes.  It may
even be pos si ble for a Chris tian’s eyes to watch the filthy
mov ies at a the ater – but not cru ci fied eyes.  I guess it is
pos si ble for a Chris tian tongue to spread slan der (Gos sip)
but not a cru ci fied tongue.  A Chris tian’s feet may even go
out on the dance floor – but not cru ci fied feet.  A Chris -
tian’s lips may suck a cig a rette – but not cru ci fied lips.  I
guess it is pos si ble for a Chris tian to sip a mar tini or guz zle 
down a beer – but not through crucified lips.

Se lected

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

You have no en e mies you say?
If you have none,
Small is the work that you have done.  
You’ve never turned the wrong to right; 
You’ve been a cow ard in the fight.
          Charles Mackay 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

For God so loved the world.  John 3:16
His fa ther saw him and had com pas sion.  Luke

15:20 
The fa ther in the story of the prod i gal son is a beau ti -

ful pic ture of God the Fa ther.  He loved his boy in spite of
the young man’s self ish ness and sin.  And when he re -
turned, the Fa ther looked past all the boy’s short com ings
(SIN) and gave him po si tion, au thor ity, and a re newed re -
la tion ship in his house hold.  When God so loved the
world, it was you He loved.  He looks past all your sins to
Cal vary and is ready to for give and to give you a place as a 
son of God.  Now this is love, is it not?  Come to Him to -
day.                      Charles Tempest

Oh love of God how rich and pure, 
How mea sure less and strong, 
It shall for ever more en dure, 
The saints’ and an gels’ song.  – F. M. Lehman

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

For wis dom is better than ru bies; and all the things
that may be de sired are not to be com pared to it.  I, wis -
dom, dwell with pru dence, and find out knowl edge…
Prov erbs 8:11-12a

What do we prize above all else?  We see here that
God’s Word (wis dom) is worth more than any amount of
money and the goods it can buy.  Can we say that we love
wis dom enough to med i tate on it con tin u ally?  Is it

sweeter than honey to us?  To love God’s Word is to gain
im mea sur able bless ing.  It gives pru dence and knowl edge.  
It drives out pride and trou ble some at ti tudes.  Seek it to -
day.                 G. Frear 

Fear of the Lord is wis dom; seek it and you will find.
Cry out for un der stand ing; let it fill your mind.
Search as for hid den trea sure; look for it ev ery day.
This is the path to wis dom; fol low all the way.
S. Pe ter son

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“Be fore hon our is hu mil ity”

Prov erbs 15:33

HUMILIATION of soul al ways brings a pos i tive
bless ing with it.  If we empty our hearts of self, God will
fill them with His love.  He who de sires close com mu nion
with Christ should re mem ber the word of the Lord, “to
this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a con -
trite spirit, and trembleth at My word.”  Stoop if you
would climb to heaven. Do we not say of Je sus, “He de -
scended that He might as cend”?  So must you.  You must
grow down wards, that you may grow up wards; for sweet -
est fel low ship with heaven is to be had by hum ble souls,
and by them alone.  God will deny no bless ing to a thor -
oughly hum bled spirit. “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for
theirs is the king dom of heaven,” with all its riches and
trea sures. The whole ex che quer of God shall be made over 
by deed of gift to the soul which is hum ble enough to be
able to re ceive it with out grow ing proud be cause of it.   
God blesses us all up to the full mea sure and ex trem ity of
what it is safe for Him to do.  If you do not get a bless ing, it 
is be cause it is not safe for you to have one.  If our heav -
enly Fa ther were to let your un-hum bled spirit win a vic -
tory in His holy war, you would pil fer the crown for
your self, and meet ing with a fresh en emy you would fall a
vic tim; so that you are kept low for your own safety. 
When a man is sin cerely hum ble, and never ven tures to
touch so much as grain of the praise, there is scarcely any
limit to what God will do for him.  Hu mil ity makes us
ready to be blessed by the God of all grace, and fits us to
deal ef fi ciently with our fel low men.  True hu mil ity is a
flower which will adorn any gar den.  This is a sauce with
which you may sea son ev ery dish of life, and you will find 
an im prove ment in ev ery case.  Whether it be prayer or
praise, whether it be work or suf fer ing, the gen u ine salt of
hu mil ity can not be used in ex cess. 

Selected
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Up Date 
“Honor the LORD with your pos ses sions, And with
the firstfruits of all your in crease; So your barns will
be filled with plenty, And your vats will over flow with
new wine”  Prov erbs 3:9 – 10 
As has been men tioned a num ber of times, Mar tin Lu -
ther says that ‘hu man rea son ing is the great est hin -
drance to and a ‘Liv ing Faith’ and how ‘we’ need to take 
‘our’ hu man rea son ing ‘cap tive’ in obe di ence to the
Word of God!  He also states that ba si cally a liv ing faith
strug gles!

First and most im por tant, PLEASE pray for us spe cif i -
cally and then share as the LORD has en trusted into
your midst and sup port as God lays upon your heart!  He 
knows about our per sonal econ omy much better than
we can even dream of, as HE makes NO mis takes!
James 2:14-20.  God loves a cheer ful giver!

April’s In come for the min is try of the Morn ing Glory is
$.2,822.00

The cost of pub lish ing and mail ing the Morn ing Glory
each month is approx. $2,000 plus other no tice able ex -
penses for this min is try.

HAUGE BIBLE (An nual) CONFERENCE

Kasson, Min ne sota 

June 19 -  21, 2015

AT

Mt. Sion Lu theran Church,

Theme – REVIVE US AGAIN!

“Will You not revive us again, That Your
people may rejoice in You?” Psalm 85:6 

FRIDAY eve ning

7:00 p.m. – Mu si cal & Singspiration

7:30 p.m. – Eve ning Ser vice with Guest Speaker, Pas -
tor Don Greven, Viroqua, WI.  Re fresh ments fol low -
ing

SATURDAY

9:00 a.m.  – Prayer time

9:30 a.m. – Cof fee & Re fresh ments

10:00 a.m. – Mr. John Monsen, Burnsville, MN

11:05 a.m. – Pas tor Dick Erickson, Brook lyn Park, MN

Noon – Meal at the Church (Free Will Of fer ing)

1:05 p.m. – Mr. Wayne Almlie, Des Moines, IA

2:00 p.m. – Singspiration & Tes ti mo nial time

2:50 p.m. – Cof fee & Re fresh ments 

3:15 p.m. – An nual Meet ing of the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion.  Prayer fully try to at tend. 
You’re in vited!

Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion Board Mem -
bers Meet ing to fol low with Elec tion of Of fi cers, etc.

7:00 p.m. – Eve ning Ser vice – Pas tor Don Greven

SUNDAY

TWO ses sions with Pas tor Don Greven speak ing

(9:30 & 11 a.m.)

PRAY and Come in ex pect ing many rich bless ings 
from our Liv ing Sav ior in open ing Heaven’s

Doors!

YES, come un der the BLOOD of the Cru ci fied and
Liv ing ONE, Who is com ing again!

WELCOME!

For those of you for which it is ‘con ve nient’, please
bring ‘home-made’ good ies for Re fresh ment times.


